
 
 

 

 

Managing predation pressure at Newhaven wildlife sanctuary
Introduction 

The Newhaven Predator Control project was 

developed to conduct strategic cat control to reduce 

the predation pressure on the threatened Great 

Desert Skink (Liopholis kintorei).  The project also 

further developed the trapping and hunting skills of 

Indigenous and non-Indigenous land management 

practitioners.  

Background & Motivation 

The project was coordinated by Desert Wildlife 

Services (DWS) in collaboration with Newhaven 

Wildlife Sanctuary as part of a long-term project 

conducted by the Australian Wildlife Conservancy to 

protect threatened species through best-practice fire 

management and predator control.  

Property Name:  Newhaven Wildlife Sanctuary 

Owners:  Australian Wildlife 

Conservancy 

Location:   Tanami Desert, NT 

Property Size:  2,622km2 

Newhaven Sanctuary is a hotspot for the wildlife of 

central Australia. Threatened species include the 

Black-footed Rock-wallaby, the Brush-tailed Mulgara 

and the largest known population of Great Desert 

Skinks.  

 

 

 

 

Predation by feral cats is the primary threat to Great 

Desert Skinks at Newhaven Wildlife Sanctuary with 

dietary analysis revealing 50% of cat scats collected 

in summer contained Great Desert Skink remains.  

The Ngalia Warlpiri people are the Traditional Owners 

of Newhaven Wildlife Sanctuary, and their knowledge 

and skills in tracking cats and hunting cats is integral 

to cat control methods in the region. 

Activities 

The project used camera traps to monitor predators at 

30 Great Desert Skink burrows across three sites. 

Regular cat control was conducted at a site over 

500Ha known to support several hundred Great 

Desert Skinks.  

Monitoring of Great Desert Skink activity in areas 

before and after cat control was conducted. 

Traditional hunting techniques used as part of the cat 

eradication campaign for the project.  
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Outcomes 

Following the removal of cats from the site over a 12 

month period, using a combination of Indigenous 

hunting techniques and leghold trapping, only one cat 

was recorded at the site from May to December 2015.  

 

The frequency of Brush-tailed Mulgara recorded at 

camera traps has also dramatically increased at the 

cat control site, with only minor increases at the other 

two monitoring sites.   

 

Tracking transect data suggest a marked increase in 

the number of great desert skinks recorded at the cat 

control site over the past two years, with little change 

at the sites with no cat control.  

 

The Nyirripi Rangers and traditional cat hunting are 

now a part of the broader cat eradication campaign for 

the Newhaven Mammal Reintroduction Project. 

 

Future Opportunities 

This approach to local feral predator control utilising a 

combination of traditional and other methods has 

value and relevance to others working on threatened 

species habitat. Furthermore, the enhanced capability 

of the Nyirripi Rangers to conduct cat control has 

been an important outcome of this project, with 

potential opportunities for gaining contracts and in 

providing training to other ranger groups and 

communities as necessary. 

 
 
 

 
Delivering the 2016-2020 NT NRM Plan 

This project contributes to numerous objectives that 

are outlined in the 2016-2020 NT NRM Plan (Arid 

Lands).  It particularly contributes to the following 

three objectives: 

 By 2020, the impacts of cats and foxes is reduced 

at sites of high conservation value. 

 By 2020, ranger groups and other local NRM 

enterprises are strong and economically viable 

and supported by a diversity of funding sources 

and locally based commercial opportunities. 

 By 2020, NRM Managers are incorporating the 

best available knowledge, information and data 

into their management including TEK and 

community knowledge. 
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FURTHER INFORMATION 
Territory Natural Resource Management 

08 8942 8300 / info@territorynrm.org.au     

www.territorynrm.org.au 

PROJECT HIGHLIGHTS 
8 cats and 1 fox removed from 800 ha area 

Great Desert Skink and Brush-tailed Mulgara 

activity has increased. 

9 Warlpiri and 9 Kiwirrkurra Rangers were 

trained in the use of traps, humanely dispatching 

of cats during traditional hunting and sharing of 

traditional tracking skills. 

The approach has been replicated for localised 

Bilby protection work in other regions of the 

Northern Territory. 

Increased capacity of Nyirripi Rangers to 

conduct cat control. 
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