
Jabiru

Pine CreekNauiyu

Batchelor

Darwin

Katherine

Zone B
Control Zone

Zone A
Eradication

Zone
ERADICATIO

NMANAGEM
ENT

Produced by Territory Natural Resource Management 2020

Regional management plan for 
Western Arnhem Land and Kakadu 

Gamba Grass



Andropogon gayanus  
Gamba Grass

What is Gamba Grass?
Gamba Grass is an introduced perennial grass 
from Africa which can grow in thick tussocks, 
individual plants being up to 0.75 m wide and 
4 m tall. The grass was introduced to tropical 
parts of Australia in the 1930s for its value as 
a vigorously growing, high biomass pastoral 
grass. However, if left un-grazed this high 
biomass creates high fuel loads, causing a 
major fire hazard. 

Mature, unmanaged Gamba 
Grass in the dry season. 

Why is it bad?
Gamba Grass is a fire climax species and an 
ecosystem transformer. The grass does not cure 
readily and fall over like native annual grasses. 
As a result, when infested areas burn during the 
dry conditions of the annual fire season, flame 
heights reach up into tree canopies instead of 
staying relatively close to the ground. Gamba 
Grass fires are much more intense than normal 
landscape burning in the north Australian 
savannas, causing habitat alteration and 
resulting in biodiversity loss. Fire promotes 
Gamba Grass spread and dominance, removing 
competing plants and creating bare soil which 
suits Gamba seed germination. When Gamba 
Grass fires occur annually in a woodland, the 
habitat can be transformed into a grassland in 
eight years. 

How does it spread?
Gamba Grass annually produces light, fluffy 
seeds which can be moved easily by natural 
means such as windy weather at seeding time in 
the early dry season, fire updraughts, water, and 
animals’ coats. Gamba Grass seeding occurs 
just at the point in time when the country has 
dried out enough after wet season for people 
to be moving around and carrying out activities 
on country. Long distance spread is closely 
linked to human movements and activities in the 
landscape, because seeds get caught easily in 
crevices of machinery, vehicles and equipment, 
and are thereby carried to new places. 
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Current and potential 
distribution of Gamba Grass

The Climex map shown here has been formed 
using a range of available data, including 
existing Gamba Grass locations, climate 
and land unit information, to estimate 
the potential range of Gamba 
Grass in Australia. The 
map shows that all 
tropical savanna 
areas in Australia are 
considered optimal 
habitat for Gamba 
Grass. Suitable 
habitat includes 
millions of square 
kilometres of land 
in the West Arnhem 
region of the Northern 
Territory. 

Interesting facts about Gamba 
Grass 
One mature plant can produce up 
to 250,000 seeds per year, but 
seed viability is lost after a few wet 
seasons 

Gamba Grass is easily spread by 
people, machinery and vehicles

Gamba Grass leaves have a white 
mid-vein and are coated with soft 
downy hairs

Gamba Grass plants can make seed 
within one year of germinating

Gamba Grass seeds can be carried in 
fire updraughts

Gamba Grass fires can be 30 times 
hotter than native grass fires in the 
Top End

Potential distribution of Gamba Grass - Climate zone 7 and above is suitable.
(Reference: Vinod Chejara, 2010, Weed Risk committee. Image supplied by the 
Northern Territory Government’s Weed Management Branch)



About the Western Arnhem Land 
region

Western Arnhem Land is central to the Top End 
of the Northern Territory (NT). It is home to 
the Arnhem Sandstone Plateau, which forms 
the headwaters of rivers flowing north to the 
Arafura Sea, as well as east into the Gulf of 
Carpentaria and west to the Timor sea. Tropical 
savanna woodlands and floodplains occupy 
the lowlands. Much of the region is remote 
and road access is seasonal due to multiple 
creek and river crossings. Towns with year-
round road access include Jabiru, Pine Creek 
and Katherine. Beyond these centres, the 
population is mostly clustered around remote 
communities and associated outstations.

The dominant land tenure is Aboriginal land, 
with some pastoral areas on the southern 
and western fringes of the region. Aboriginal 
Ranger groups are based at Gunbalanya, 
Maningrida, Manmoyi, Kabulwarnamyo, 
Ramingining, Bulman, Pine Creek, Jabiru and 
Katherine. These groups mainly aim to manage 
land for traditional cultural purposes, looking 
after country on behalf of Traditional Owners. 
Mustering licences exist in a number of places, 
and other sources of income include crocodile 
egg harvest, tourism and sale of carbon credits 
earned through Savanna Burning Programs for 
Carbon Abatement - a major source of income 
for Aboriginal Ranger Groups and associated 
Indigenous organisations in the region.

The World Heritage listed Kakadu National Park 
is situated in the western-most part of Western 
Arnhem Land.

About TNRM’s regional Gamba 
Grass prevention project
A key threatening processes impacting Western 
Arnhem Land is invasion by a feral grass called 
Gamba Grass, which is exceptionally well suited 
to the wet-dry savanna landscapes in the region. 
Territory Natural Resource Management (TNRM) 
has been bringing stakeholders together to 
tackle the issue at regional scale. This regional 
management plan highlights many actions 
which can be undertaken by Western Arnhem 
stakeholders, in order to achieve regional Gamba 
Grass prevention. 

This project is supported by Territory Natural 
Resource Management through funding from 
the Australian Government’s National Landcare 
Program.

Kakadu 
National 

Park

Darwin

West Arnhem Land

Location of the Western Arnhem Land 
region in the Northern Territory.

To learn more about Territory Natural Resource 
Management’s regional Gamba Grass 
prevention project or other projects, please  
contact 8942 8300 or  
info@territorynrm.org.au or visit  
www.territorynrm.org.au.



The West Arnhem region is in the Class A eradication zone for Gamba Grass, and keeping Gamba 
Grass out of the West Arnhem region will require a strategic approach which considers ecology, 
hygiene, fire and monitoring. Gamba Grass growing within the neighbouring Class B control zone 
poses a high spread risk to the Class A eradication zone because people move freely between the 
two zones, potentially spreading weeds on vehicles, machinery and equipment. A high degree of 
vigilance and a zero-tolerance approach is critical. One missed plant can produce seed that can 
then be spread to other areas. 

Territory Natural Resource Management (TNRM) has identified the following points as key to 
managing Gamba Grass and preventing spread in the West Arnhem region:

• Gamba Grass exhibits strongly seasonal growth and a predictable flowering cycle. Seeding 
occurs in May and frequently coincides with dry season mitigation burning, which exacerbates 
spread. Prevent seeding by treating plants prior to May.

• Gamba Grass is increased by fire. The current distribution of Gamba Grass in the NT is 
concentrated around populated areas, and road networks in these areas. In these areas 
the road verges are exposed to frequent burning, in addition to slashing, grading and other 
maintenance activities that assist seed spread and establishment.  
Prevent spread by treating plants in road corridors before the fire season. 

• Gamba Grass spread is fire assisted and human assisted, and also water and disturbance 
related. Prioritise survey for and treatment of Gamba Grass in areas such as 
road corridors, creek lines, and high visitation sites, where seeds could be 
deposited and become sources of spread.

• Telstra towers and other infrastructure sites in remote areas pose a hidden risk – surveys in 
2019 to the east of Kakadu identified Gamba Grass growing at two out of four Telstra tower 
sites. Seeds may have come in at the time of construction, or with maintenance services. 
Make a point of going out of the way, to check for Gamba Grass in remote or 
isolated disturbed areas such as gravel pits and Telstra towers.

• Good weed hygiene practice is critical in spread prevention. Always check equipment, 
vehicles, clothes etc. for seeds and never travel through or work in seeding 
patches of Gamba Grass. Become familiar with weed hygiene principles through 
attending an accredited training course: AHCBIO201 Inspect and Clean Machinery for Plant, 
Animal and Soil Material.

• Collection of accurate Gamba Grass data is critical, so that follow up treatment can occur 
exactly at the correct spot. Record locations of new points and treat as a priority. Save the 
information so that the area can be located again for follow up. Gamba Grass can be 
reported to TNRM as part of the ‘STOP GAMBA IN ITS TRACKS’ campaign. TNRM’s 
goal is to ensure all reported locations receive follow up treatment for three seasons to ensure 
eradication. 

• Patrol of roadsides to detect and remove emerging Gamba Grass. This is critical 
for stopping spread and establishment. All land management groups across the Top End 
need to be involved. Vigilance both on your own country and across regions, plus 
knowledge sharing and awareness raising, will help keep clean areas clean. 
Gamba Grass spread is a regional issue, needing a regional approach and regional awareness.

A strategic regional approach to 
Gamba Grass control and eradication
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Gamba Grass declaration zones 
and legislation

Gamba Grass became a declared weed under the Weeds 
Management Act in 2008. Gamba Grass has a split declaration. 
There are two separate declaration zones with different 
legislative requirements for each:

Class B Zone – A control zone 
for Gamba Grass 
Growth and spread of Gamba Grass is to 
be controlled in this part of the Northern 
Territory
The Class B (Control) zone contains a high number 
of large and dense infestations. Eradication in 
this area would be prohibitively expensive and 
unlikely to be achieved. The aim is therefore to 
contain existing infestations, while eradicating 
any smaller and/or new infestations within the 
zone. 

Class A Zone – An 
eradication zone 
for Gamba Grass
Gamba Grass is to be eradicated 
in all areas of the Northern 
Territory, except where it is 
classified as Class B
The Class A (Eradication) zone has 
been identified as having very 
few Gamba Grass infestations, 
and very large expanses where 
no Gamba Grass occurs. 
Eradication is considered 
technically and economically 
feasible in this zone. 

Implications for the West Arnhem region
The West Arnhem region is situated geographically so that most of the 
region is included in the Class A zone, where Gamba Grass is to be 
eradicated. Only the western-most edge of the region is situated in the 
Class B zone, where Gamba Grass is to have growth and spread controlled. 

However, the risk of spread from the Class B zone into the Class A zone 
is very high, as all roads entering into the Class A zone from the Darwin 
area will have passed through the Class B zone on the way. 

Gamba Grass declaration zones in the Top 
End. Source: Gamba Grass Management Guide 

(Department of Environment and Natural 
Resources, Northern Territory Government). 

For further information 
about land managers and 
Gamba Grass legislative 
requirements, refer to 
the Northern Territory 
Government’s Statutory Weed 
Management Plan for Gamba 
Grass. 
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List of Resources

The Weed Management Branch, (Department of Environment, Parks and Water Security, Northern 
Territory Government) can provide training, advice and extension materials to support improved 
Gamba Grass management. The following documents are available by contacting your local Weed 
Management Branch or accessing the internet site www.nt.gov.au/environment/weeds.

Gamba Grass Identification Table Preventing Weed Spread Is Everybody’s 
Business

Contains photos and written 
descriptions to assist with 
identification (2 pages)

Preventing weed spread 
is everybody’s business

DEPARTMENT OF LAND RESOURCE MANAGEMENT

Weeds 
restrict 
fishing and 
recreation

◄ Salvinia at Four Mile Hole

Weeds 
escalate 
fire risk

◄ Gamba grass

Weeds 
reduce 
feed for 
livestock

◄ Cattle road train

Provides information on roles 
and responsibilities regarding 
weed spread prevention in the 
NT (31 pages).

Gamba Grass Management Guide Field Guide for mapping weeds  
in the Northern Territory

Provides information on 
Gamba Grass identification, 
impacts, habitat, and 
provides best management 
practice advice and control 
techniques (6 pages)

This is a step-by-step 
guide to collecting weed 
mapping data using a 
GPS, how to submit data 
and how to use this data 
for weed management 
on your property.

Planning for better weed management Northern Territory Weed Management 
Handbook

This is a guide to help 
you plan your weed 
management on your 
property and identify 
areas of priority 
management

Provides information 
on approaches to weed 
management, including 
integrated weed control 
methods. Specific information 
is provided on herbicides 
registered for use in the 
Northern Territory. The ‘Weed 
control option tables’ include 
a colour photo of the weed in 
question, list which herbicides 
are registered for use, indicate 
optimum treatment times 
and which method/s can 
be employed for maximum 
effectiveness (55 pages).

Weed ID Deck
Weed identification 
flip-book. Contains 
photos and written 
descriptions to assist 
with identification. 
Great for the glovebox.

T: 08 8999 4567  |  E: weedinfo@nt.gov.au  |  W: www.nt.gov.au/weeds

The problem
Gamba grass was originally introduced into Australia from Africa for use as a pasture species. Gamba 

north Australian savannas.
Gamba grass grows to form tussocks which are bigger, taller and more dense than native grass species. 

severely decrease local biodiversity.

HABIT STEMS & BRANCHES LEAVES FLOWERS FRUIT & SEED 

Gamba grass is a declared weed in accordance with the Weeds Management Act 2001 and is a Weed of National 

•
•

boundary of Kakadu National Park in the east, the town of Katherine in the south, and the Daly River mouth in the 

•

density infestations which have a lower feasibility of eradication or control.

Gamba grass
Andropogon gayanus 

Leaves are up to 60cm 
long with a distinctive 
white midrib and 
covered with soft hairs.

Tussocks can grow to 
4m high and up to 
70cm in diameter.

Gamba grass stems 
are robust and covered 
in soft hair. The 
shallow root system 
can spread up to 1m 
from the tussock.

Flower heads occur on 
tall stems above the 
leaves.

The seed head consists 
of up to 6 groups of 
branches.

are contained in a 
V-shaped seed head.

•
•
•

•
•
•
•

Gamba grass (Andropogon gayanus

Fire

www.nt.gov.au/gamba

ENVIRONMENT AND NATURAL RESOURCES

Gamba grass (Andropogon gayanus)

A FIELD GUIDE FOR COLLECTING WEED DATA FOR THE NT
Land managers and on-ground workers such as contractors, farmers, stockmen and rangers 
are often best placed to collect information about weeds. 

This Field Guide provides a step by step guide about the weed data collection process.  
Detailed information is provided in the NT Weed Data Collection Manual intended for data 
managers, researchers and land management agencies. 

The Weed Management Branch (WMB) is seeking co-operation from all stakeholders to use 
the standards outlined in this guide for weed data collection.

Why collect weed data?
Consistent and reliable weed data is critical for effective weed management. Land managers 
can use data about the type of weeds, where the weeds are found, and the extent of the 
infestation to help prioritise on-ground actions. 

How do I collect useful data?
• Data needs to include the characteristics (attributes) of the weed AND where the weed is.

• This guide describes the information which needs to be collected and recorded, and tools to 
do this.  

• A common tool in the Northern Territory is a Weed Data Collection Pocket Book (‘little white 
book’ available from the WMB). This should be used with a GPS. 

• If you don’t own a GPS, you are still able to collect valuable weed information. Paper maps or 
internet web mapping applications can be marked to show where weeds are present.

• A range of digital mapping devices such as tablets and iPads 
can also be used.

• Whichever tool is used, the attributes required 
remain the same.

STEP 4
Using your data Weed Data Collection

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT AND NATURAL RESOURCES

STEP 3
Data Processing

The weed data consisting of where the weed was 
found AND the attributes of the weed, needs to be 
organised into a useful format. 

Where was the weed?
Data needs to show the location (latitude and longitude) 
of the weed, along with its identifying number.  

The most useful way to look at weed data is on a 
map, which can then inform your efforts in managing 
weeds:

• distinguish between core and isolated infestations: 
keep ‘clean areas clean’ by treating isolated weed 
infestations 

• identify key management areas, such as creek lines 
where weeds are infesting downstream areas

• categorise critical control areas, such as habitats 

protection

• determine resource allocation – personnel, 
herbicide, on-ground equipment

• determine success of previous treatments, 
to decide on most effective future control

• assess machinery movement and hygiene 
practices: weeds along tracks should be treated 
to prevent vehicles spreading weeds further

You can create your own map using a web 
application (eg Google Earth), or using NR Maps 
(nrmaps.nt.gov.au), or request assistance through the 
Weed Management Branch.

Knowing WHERE your weeds are, helps you decide 
HOW you need to manage them.

requests.

Ideally, provide the Weed Management Branch 
with this spreadsheet with all weed ATTRIBUTES; 

LOCATION of the weed.

This is downloaded from the GPS and/or electronic 

land managers’ requirements.  Downloaded data 

manipulated in ArcGIS®. This is the preferred 

Paper or electronic maps showing the location of 
your weed record can be saved as images or 
web-links (eg. Google Earth or NR Maps).

What were the weed 
characteristics?
Location (latitude, longitude) of the weed needs to be 
matched with the corresponding weed ATTRIBUTES 
which you have collected in your Weed Data Collection 
Pocket Book or sheet.

Copy your weed attributes from your Weed Data 
Collection Pocket Book into an Excel spreadsheet 
(available from the WMB), ensuring these match the 
appropriate weed point data.

Preferably, copy and insert the latitude and longitude 
data from your downloaded GPS so that all necessary 
data is combined in one spreadsheet.

Contact  information
Darwin 8999 4567  Alice Springs 8951 9210
Tennant Creek 8962 4314  Katherine 8973 8857
email: weedinfo@nt.gov.au 
www.nt.gov.au/weeds

Northern Territory

Weed Management 
Handbook

www.nt.gov.au/weeds

TREE SHRUB HERB VINE GRASS AQUATIC

NORTHERN TERRITORY

Weed ID Deck Department of Land 
Resource Management



Note: Slashing, grazing and burning are effective ways 
to reduce fuel load of Gamba Grass and generate fresh 
green regrowth. This regrowth is ideal for chemical 
treatment. Slashing, grazing and burning alone do not 
kill most Gamba Grass. To destroy Gamba Grass plants 
fully, chemical treatment or mechanical removal is 
needed.

The Northern Territory Weed Management Handbook 
contains further information about best methods and 
timing to manage Gamba Grass. 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
Flowering
Seed fall
Germination
Plant growth

Gamba Grass treatment 
methods and timing

Adapted from the Northern 
Territory Government’s Gamba 

Grass Management Guide 
(Department of Environment 

and Natural Resources)

Gamba Grass typical growth phases

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
*Chemicals - Granular   

Chemicals - Foliar 
spraying

     

Mechanical removal – 
hand pulling

     

Slashing or grazing       

**Burning     

Gamba Grass optimal treatment timing

General growth pattern
 Months most suitable

Months less suitable 
Months not suitable 

* For industrial areas only, e.g. managing Gamba Grass around infrastructure. 
Always read label before use. Only use where granules will not cause off-
target damage or become washed into waterways 

**Permit to burn may be required

Contact details
Territory Natural Resource Management 
GPO Box 2775, Darwin NT 0801  
P: +61 8 8942 8300 | F: +61 8 8942 8333  
E: info@territorynrm.org.au | ABN: 52 624 459 784

Acknowledgements
This plan has been produced by Territory Natural 
Resource Management with funding from the Australian 
Government’s National Landcare Program.

Components of a successful Gamba Grass 
work plan may include:

• spraying Gamba Grass plants with a 
backpack, tank on quad bike, or handgun 
from Quikspray

• spreading residual pellet herbicides by hand 

• pulling up plants and lifting them off the soil 
so they stop growing

• checking previously infested and treated 
sites to see if any plants remain

• surveying for and treating Gamba Grass plants 
along road corridors, disturbed areas, places 
where infrastructure works have occurred and 
places where people go hunting/camping/
fishing

• undertaking regular equipment and vehicle 
wash-downs to prevent seed transportation

• documenting Gamba Grass location and 
treatment data each season

Disclaimer
This publication is for information purposes. Territory Natural Resource 
Management accepts no liability for any loss or damage that may be 
incurred as a result of any person’s use of this publication.



Point Stuart and surrounds
• Parts of the area are directly adjacent to the Gamba eradication zone.

• Two main roads and a highway provide access to the area.

• The land is managed for conservation (Mary River National Park, Point Stuart Coastal Reserve) and pastoral 
uses with several tourism operators based in the region. 

• Land managers include Northern Territory Government agencies (Department of Infrastructure, Planning and 
Logistics, and Parks & Wildlife) and private land holders

Gamba infestation description
• Gamba Grass current prevalence is moderate to 

low 

• Gamba infestations have persisted in the 
landscape for more than 20 years, since Gamba 
Grass was established in the area as part of 
agricultural trials

Management Goals
• Prevent new patches establishing in the area

• Prevent seeds moving from established patches to 
new places

• Shrink the size of existing patches

• Eradicate outlying patches in the landscape

• Keep road corridors, public spaces and high 
visitation areas free from Gamba Grass

5 Year Action Plan:
Aim: prevent Gamba Grass establishing in new places, 
prevent Gamba Grass spreading from existing places

Action: Control all active plants in road corridors 
before seeding in May. Undertake follow up checks 
after 1-2 months and re-treat any missed plants or 
regrowing tussocks. Follow up all treated areas at 
the start of the next wet season. Record data on 
locations and treatment. Be vigilant for new patches 
establishing in otherwise clean areas. In Mary River 
National Park check and treat visitor areas and tourist 
routes twice annually – treat plants immediately, 
before seeds can be spread by people. Raise 
awareness of Gamba best practice management 
methods with land managers, including the 
importance of keeping fire off Gamba control areas. 
Follow up all burnt areas at the start of the next wet 
season.

MANAGEM
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Gamba 
legislation 

class

Pine Creek and surrounds 
• Parts of the area are directly adjacent to the Gamba eradication zone.

• A gas pipeline, a rail corridor and the Stuart Highway pass through the area, and 
all vehicles travelling from Darwin to Western Australia, Queensland or South Australia travel through the 
area

• The area is comprised of a mix of land parcel sizes and tenures and includes Vacant Crown Land, Wagiman 
Land Trust sections, Barnjarn Land Trust sections and private parcels

• Land uses include pastoral purposes, mining, and management for traditional indigenous cultural values 
and Savanna Burning Programs for carbon credit income. Tourism is also important to the area.

• Land managers include Northern Territory Government agencies (Department of Infrastructure, Planning and 
Logistics), Wagiman rangers and traditional owners, Jawoyn Association, One Rail Australia (rail corridor), 
APA (gas corridor) and private land holders

Gamba infestation description
• Gamba Grass current prevalence is moderate. 

Most of the area has low prevalence, but there is 
one large historic infestation.

• New Gamba plants appear in the area regularly, 
due to seeds being transported in on vehicles and 
equipment. 

• One dense, historic infestation persists at 
Moline mine, close to Kakadu National Park - 
this infestation has persisted in the landscape 
for more than 20 years, since Gamba Grass was 
planted in mine rehabilitation activities prior to 
Gamba Grass becoming a declared weed.

Management Goals
• Prevent new patches establishing in the area

• Prevent seeds moving from established patches to 
new places

• Shrink the size of existing patches

• Eradicate outlying patches in the landscape

• Keep road, rail and gas corridors, public spaces 
and high visitation areas free from Gamba Grass

5 Year Action Plan:
Aim: prevent Gamba Grass establishing in new places, 
prevent Gamba Grass spreading from existing places

Action: Control all active plants in road, rail and gas 
corridors before seeding in May. Undertake follow 
up checks after 1-2 months and re-treat any missed 
plants or regrowing tussocks. Follow up all treated 
areas at the start of the next wet season. Record 
data on locations and treatment. Be vigilant for new 
patches establishing in otherwise clean areas. In 
Pine Creek Township be vigilant for emerging plants 
on road verges, town assets & equipment. Be vigilant 
for new plants establishing in high use and visitor 
areas – treat plants immediately, before seeds can be 
spread by people. Check the Lookout, Gandys Gully 
Road and Heritage Park. Raise awareness of Gamba 
Grass and importance of vehicle hygiene in preventing 
spread. Raise awareness of Gamba best practice 
management methods with land managers, including 
the importance of keeping fire off Gamba control 
areas. Follow up all burnt areas at the start of the next 
wet season.

MANAGEM
ENT

Gamba 
legislation 

class

regional Action plan



Katherine area – north-west of the Katherine River 
including Edith Farms

• Parts of the area are directly adjacent to the Gamba eradication zone.

• A gas pipeline, a rail corridor and the Stuart Highway pass through the area, and all vehicles travelling from 
Darwin to Western Australia, Queensland or South Australia travel through Katherine township.

• The area is comprised of a mix of land parcel sizes and tenures and includes Wagiman Land Trust sections 
and Barnjarn Land Trust sections. 

• Land uses include pastoral purposes, lifestyle, agriculture, management for traditional indigenous cultural 
values and Savanna Burning Programs for carbon credit income. Tourism is also important to the area.

• Land managers include Northern Territory Government (Department of Infrastructure, Planning and 
Logistics), Jawoyn Association, One Rail Australia (rail corridor), APA (gas corridor) and private land holders

Gamba infestation description
• Gamba Grass current prevalence is moderate - low. 

Many established patches of Gamba Grass exist 
on rural blocks in the Edith Farms area.

• New Gamba plants frequently appear in the area, 
due to seeds being spread by vehicles, animals, 
wind (including fire updraughts), natural fall, 
water, equipment and hay. There is an abundance 
of seed producing patches in the area, which act 
as sources of spread. 

• Gamba infestations have persisted in the 
landscape for at least ten years, having spread 
into the general Edith Farms area from an initial 
planting at the Katherine Rural college. 

Management Goals
• Prevent new patches establishing in the area

• Prevent seeds moving from established patches to 
new places

• Shrink the size of existing patches

• Eradicate outlying patches in the landscape

• Keep road, rail and gas corridors, public spaces 
and high visitation areas free from Gamba Grass

5 Year Action Plan:
Aim: prevent Gamba Grass establishing in new places, 
prevent Gamba Grass spreading from existing places 

Action: Control all active plants in road, rail and gas 
corridors before seeding in May. Undertake follow 
up checks after 1-2 months and re-treat any missed 
plants or regrowing tussocks. Follow up all treated 
areas at the start of the next wet season. Record 
data on locations and treatment. Be vigilant for new 
patches establishing in otherwise clean areas. In 
Katherine Township be vigilant for emerging plants 
on road verges, town assets & equipment. Be vigilant 
for new plants establishing in high use and visitor 
areas – treat plants immediately, before seeds can be 
spread by people. Raise awareness of Gamba Grass 
and importance of vehicle hygiene in preventing 
spread. Raise awareness of Gamba spread pathways, 
including on-farm, and the risk posed by contaminated 
hay. Raise awareness of Gamba best practice 
management methods with land managers, including 
the importance of keeping fire off Gamba control 
areas. Follow up all burnt areas at the start of the next 
wet season.
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Pine Creek and surrounds 
• Parts of the area are directly adjacent to the Gamba eradication zone.

• A gas pipeline, a rail corridor and the Stuart Highway pass through the area, and 
all vehicles travelling from Darwin to Western Australia, Queensland or South Australia travel through the 
area

• The area is comprised of a mix of land parcel sizes and tenures and includes Vacant Crown Land, Wagiman 
Land Trust sections, Barnjarn Land Trust sections and private parcels

• Land uses include pastoral purposes, mining, and management for traditional indigenous cultural values 
and Savanna Burning Programs for carbon credit income. Tourism is also important to the area.

• Land managers include Northern Territory Government agencies (Department of Infrastructure, Planning and 
Logistics), Wagiman rangers and traditional owners, Jawoyn Association, One Rail Australia (rail corridor), 
APA (gas corridor) and private land holders

Gamba infestation description
• Gamba Grass current prevalence is moderate. 

Most of the area has low prevalence, but there is 
one large historic infestation.

• New Gamba plants appear in the area regularly, 
due to seeds being transported in on vehicles and 
equipment. 

• One dense, historic infestation persists at 
Moline mine, close to Kakadu National Park - 
this infestation has persisted in the landscape 
for more than 20 years, since Gamba Grass was 
planted in mine rehabilitation activities prior to 
Gamba Grass becoming a declared weed.

Management Goals
• Prevent new patches establishing in the area

• Prevent seeds moving from established patches to 
new places

• Shrink the size of existing patches

• Eradicate outlying patches in the landscape

• Keep road, rail and gas corridors, public spaces 
and high visitation areas free from Gamba Grass

5 Year Action Plan:
Aim: prevent Gamba Grass establishing in new places, 
prevent Gamba Grass spreading from existing places

Action: Control all active plants in road, rail and gas 
corridors before seeding in May. Undertake follow 
up checks after 1-2 months and re-treat any missed 
plants or regrowing tussocks. Follow up all treated 
areas at the start of the next wet season. Record 
data on locations and treatment. Be vigilant for new 
patches establishing in otherwise clean areas. In 
Pine Creek Township be vigilant for emerging plants 
on road verges, town assets & equipment. Be vigilant 
for new plants establishing in high use and visitor 
areas – treat plants immediately, before seeds can be 
spread by people. Check the Lookout, Gandys Gully 
Road and Heritage Park. Raise awareness of Gamba 
Grass and importance of vehicle hygiene in preventing 
spread. Raise awareness of Gamba best practice 
management methods with land managers, including 
the importance of keeping fire off Gamba control 
areas. Follow up all burnt areas at the start of the next 
wet season.



Jabiru and surrounds
• This area is the western-most part of the Gamba eradication zone. Parts of the 

area are directly adjacent to the Gamba management zone.

• Two main highways provide access to the area, and all vehicles travelling from Darwin to West Arnhem Land 
pass through the area

• The area includes Kakadu National Park, the Mount Bundey Training Area, and Jabiru township 

• The land is managed for protection of World Heritage Values associated with the environmental assets and 
traditional culture of Mirrar country, the training of Defence personnel, and mining operations. Tourism is 
very important to the area.

• Land managers include The Australian Government (Kakadu National Park, Mount Bundey Training Area), 
West Arnhem Shire, Gunjeihmi Aboriginal Corporation and Energy Resources Australia

Gamba infestation description
• Gamba Grass current prevalence is low to very low 

• New Gamba plants frequently appear in the area, 
due to seeds being transported in on vehicles 
and equipment. Commonly affected areas are 
road corridors and high visitation areas, including 
Kakadu National Park campgrounds. 

• Gamba Grass persists in the landscape at several 
locations, including within Kakadu National Park. 
Some of these are historic locations, where Gamba 
Grass existed in association with pastoralism, prior 
to the area becoming a National Park. 

Management Goals
• Prevent new plants establishing anywhere in the area

• Prevent seed production of any patches that do exist 

• Shrink the size of existing patches until no Gamba 
remains

• No Gamba Grass patches exist in the area by June 
2023

5 Year Action Plan:
Aim: prevent Gamba Grass establishing in new places, 
destroy all known Gamba Grass infestations

Action: Visit previous long-term Gamba points 
annually to determine if still active. Control all active 
plants before seeding in May. Follow up all treated 
areas at the start of the next wet season. Be constantly 
vigilant for new plants establishing from seed brought 
in. Always check where roadworks have occurred. 
Record data on locations and treatment. In Kakadu 
National Park, check and treat Gimbat Historic area, 
Mudginberri paddocks/surrounds and campgrounds/
visitor areas twice annually. On the Mount Bundey 
Defence Training Area, annually check and treat all 
management sectors with prior Gamba Grass records, 
including the northern boundary sectors adjacent 
to the Gamba management zone. In Jabiru Township 
be vigilant for emerging plants on road verges, town 
assets & equipment.
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Gunbalanya and surrounds 
• This area is to the east of Kakadu National Park and situated centrally in the 

Gamba eradication zone. 

• Two main roads provide access within the area. There are also numerous smaller tracks leading to 
outstations and properties managed by lease holders, including mining areas

• The area is part of the Arnhem Land Aboriginal Land Trust 

• The land is managed for traditional indigenous cultural values and Savanna Burning Programs for carbon 
credit income. Mining, mustering, tourism and safari activities occur under licence.

• Land managers include West Arnhem Shire, Indigenous Land Corporation, DEMED, Njanjma Aboriginal 
Corporation and Wardekken Land Management

Gamba infestation description
• Gamba Grass current prevalence is very low 

• New Gamba plants frequently appear in the area, 
due to seeds being transported in on vehicles and 
equipment. Commonly affected areas are Road 
corridors, high visitation areas and places where 
soil has been disturbed during road works or 
infrastructure installation.

• Seeding Gamba infestations have been known 
in three locations in recent times: Sandy Creek 
Telstra Tower, Narbarlek mine area and Nimbuwah 
Rock. The last remaining mature plants were 
treated in March 2019 and all areas are under 
follow up to prevent new plants establishing at the 
sites.

Management Goals
• Prevent new plants establishing anywhere in the 

area

• Prevent seed production of any patches that do exist 

• No Gamba Grass patches exist in the area by June 
2023

5 Year Action Plan:
Aim: prevent Gamba Grass establishing in new places, 
destroy all known Gamba Grass infestations

Action: Visit known Gamba points annually to 
determine if still active. Control all active plants before 
seeding in May. Follow up all treated areas at the 
start of the next wet season. Be constantly vigilant for 
new plants establishing from seed brought in. Always 
check where roadworks have occurred. Record data on 
locations and treatment. Check and treat Sandy Creek 
Telstra Tower, Narbarlek mine area and Nimbuwah 
Rock annually. Patrol Cobourg road corridor, Arnhem 
road corridor and the Narbalek mine access track twice 
annually to detect and remove any emerging plants. In 
Gunbalanya Township be vigilant for emerging plants 
on road verges, town assets & equipment. 
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Katherine area  – south east of the Katherine River
• Parts of the area are directly adjacent to the Gamba management zone.

• A gas pipeline, a rail corridor and the Stuart Highway pass through the area, 
and all vehicles travelling from Darwin to Western Australia, Queensland or South Australia travel through 
Katherine township

• The area is comprised of a mix of land parcel sizes and tenures. 

• Land uses include pastoral purposes, lifestyle, horticulture, tourism, conservation, and management for 
traditional indigenous cultural values and Savanna Burning Programs for carbon credit income. Mustering, 
tourism and safari activities occur in some parts of Indigenous Land under licence. 

• Land managers include Northern Territory Government agencies (Department of Infrastructure, Planning and 
Logistics, and Parks & Wildlife), the Commonwealth (Defence), Katherine Town Council, Roper Gulf Shire, 
West Arnhem Shire, Jawoyn Association and private land holders

Gamba infestation description
• Gamba Grass current prevalence is low 

• New Gamba plants can appear in the area, 
due to seeds being transported in on vehicles 
and equipment, including in association with 
mustering activities, and during installation of 
new infrastructure and maintenance activities. 

Management Goals
• Prevent new Gamba Grass plants establishing 

anywhere in the area

5 Year Action Plan:
Aim: prevent Gamba Grass establishing anywhere

Action: Be constantly vigilant for new plants 
establishing from seed brought in. Check/treat road 
corridors, Telstra Tower compounds, gravel pits and 
newly disturbed areas annually before May and remove 
any emerging plants. Always check where roadworks 
have occurred. Record data on locations and treatment. 
In Katherine Township and communities be vigilant 
for emerging plants on road verges, town/community 
assets and in construction areas. In the greater 
Katherine area, be vigilant for new plants establishing 
in high use and visitor areas, including in places 
where mustering activities have occurred – treat plants 
immediately, before seeds can be spread by people. 
Raise awareness of Gamba Grass and importance of 
vehicle hygiene in preventing spread. Raise awareness 
of Gamba spread pathways, including on-farm, and the 
risk posed by contaminated hay.
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Maningrida and surrounds 
• This area is situated centrally in the Gamba eradication zone. 

• Two main roads provide access within the area. There are also numerous smaller 
tracks leading to outstations. Vehicles can also access the area by barge (sea transport).

• The area is part of the Arnhem Land Aboriginal Land Trust and is managed as the Djelk Indigenous Protected 
Area

• The land is managed for traditional indigenous cultural values and Savanna Burning Programs for carbon 
credit income. Mustering, tourism and safari activities occur under licence. 

• Land managers include West Arnhem Shire and Bawinanga Aboriginal Corporation 

Gamba infestation description
• Gamba Grass current prevalence is very low to nil 

• New Gamba plants can appear in the area, due 
to seeds being transported in on vehicles and 
equipment, including during installation of new 
infrastructure and maintenance activities. 

• Seeding Gamba plants have been known only from 
locations in and around Maningrida township, 
including most recently near the rubbish dump. 
Mature plants were treated here in April 2020.

Management Goals
• Prevent new plants establishing anywhere in the 

area

• Prevent seed production of any patches that do 
exist 

• No Gamba Grass patches exist in the area by June 
2023

5 Year Action Plan:
Aim: prevent Gamba Grass establishing in new places, 
destroy all known Gamba Grass infestations

Action: Be constantly vigilant for new plants 
establishing from seed brought in. Check/treat road 
corridors, Telstra Tower compounds, gravel pits and 
newly disturbed areas annually before May and 
remove any emerging plants. Always check where 
roadworks have occurred. Record data on locations 
and treatment. Follow up all treated areas at the start 
of the next wet season and continue to check the 
Maningrida rubbish dump and any other sites where 
Gamba Grass may have seeded. Patrol the Arnhem 
Road between the Goomadeer River and Maningrida 
and the Ramingining link road to the Blyth River 
annually to detect and remove any emerging plants. In 
Maningrida Township and at communities be vigilant 
for emerging plants on road verges, around town 
assets and in construction areas. 
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Ramingining and surrounds 
• This area is situated centrally in the Gamba eradication zone. 

• Two main roads provide access within the area. There are also numerous smaller 
tracks leading to outstations. 

• The area is part of the Arnhem Land Aboriginal Land Trust and is managed as the Arafura Swamp Rangers 
Aboriginal Corporation Indigenous Protected Area 

• The land is managed for traditional indigenous cultural values and Savanna Burning Programs for carbon 
credit income. Mustering, tourism and safari activities occur under licence. 

• Land managers include West Arnhem Shire and Arafura Swamp Rangers Aboriginal Corporation 
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Ramingining and surrounds 
• This area is situated centrally in the Gamba eradication zone. 

• Two main roads provide access within the area. There are also numerous smaller 
tracks leading to outstations. 

• The area is part of the Arnhem Land Aboriginal Land Trust and is managed as the Arafura Swamp Rangers 
Aboriginal Corporation Indigenous Protected Area 

• The land is managed for traditional indigenous cultural values and Savanna Burning Programs for carbon 
credit income. Mustering, tourism and safari activities occur under licence. 

• Land managers include West Arnhem Shire and Arafura Swamp Rangers Aboriginal Corporation 

Gamba infestation description
• Gamba Grass current prevalence is very low to nil 

• New Gamba plants can appear in the area, due 
to seeds being transported in on vehicles and 
equipment, including during installation of new 
infrastructure and maintenance activities. 

• No seeding Gamba plants are known to be present 

Management Goals
• Prevent new Gamba Grass plants establishing 

anywhere in the area

5 Year Action Plan:
Aim: prevent Gamba Grass establishing anywhere

Action: Be constantly vigilant for new plants 
establishing from seed brought in. Check/treat road 
corridors, Telstra Tower compounds, gravel pits and 
newly disturbed areas annually before May and 
remove any emerging plants. Always check where 
roadworks have occurred. Record data on locations 
and treatment. In Ramingining Township and at 
communities be vigilant for emerging plants on road 
verges, around town assets and in construction 
areas, and in places where mustering activities have 
occurred. Patrol the Maningrida link road to the Blyth 
River and the Central Arnhem Road annually, to detect 
and remove any emerging plants. 
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Bulman and surrounds 
• This area is situated centrally in the Gamba eradication zone. 

• One main road provides access within the area and all traffic visiting the Gove 
peninsula passes through the area

• The area includes a part of the Arnhem Land Aboriginal Land Trust which is managed as the Mimal 
Indigenous Protected Area 

• Land uses include pastoral purposes and management for traditional indigenous cultural values and 
Savanna Burning Programs for carbon credit income. Mustering, tourism and safari activities occur under 
licence. 

• Land managers include Roper Gulf Shire, Mimal Land Management and private land holders 

Gamba infestation description
• Gamba Grass current prevalence is very low to nil 

• New Gamba plants can appear in the area, due 
to seeds being transported in on vehicles and 
equipment, including during installation of new 
infrastructure and maintenance activities. 

• No seeding Gamba plants are known to be present 

• Historically a planting of Gamba Grass was made 
in the area under an exemption permit but this 
planting is now under an eradication program 
supervised by the Weed Management Branch. 

Management Goals
• Prevent new Gamba Grass plants establishing 

anywhere in the area

• Shrink the size of existing patches

• No Gamba Grass patches exist in the area by June 
2023

5 Year Action Plan:
Aim: prevent Gamba Grass establishing anywhere

Action: Be constantly vigilant for new plants 
establishing from seed brought in. Check/treat road 
corridors, Telstra Tower compounds, gravel pits and 
newly disturbed areas annually before May and 
remove any emerging plants. Always check where 
roadworks have occurred. Record data on locations 
and treatment. Patrol the Central Arnhem Road to 
detect and remove any emerging plants. In Bulman 
Township and communities be vigilant for emerging 
plants on road verges, around town/community 
assets and in construction areas, and in places where 
mustering activities have occurred.
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