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Territory Natural Resource Management is fortunate to have the support of many generous partners. We sincerely thank you 
for your investment and for making the event one we are all very proud of.
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After much deliberation during a most unusual year, we 
decided to go ahead with the 2020 TNRM conference and 
NT NRM Awards. We are happy we did, as demand to 
attend was high and the conference ended up, yet again 
being an important gathering ground for talks, connections 
and sharing of information.

We are thrilled to have delivered the three-day event in 
collaboration with our partners, colleagues and sponsors 
and wish to thank everyone for their contribution. We thank 
the presenters, workshop facilitators, speakers and scribes. 
We thank those who made the extra effort of a long journey 
to be in Darwin, and those who took time from their busy 
schedules to share their expertise with delegates.

This year the conference covered topics such as growing 
the Indigenous carbon industry, reducing the spread of 
Gamba grass and improving water efficiency. We heard from 
ranger groups across the Territory collaborating on projects 
to protect threatened species, monitor weeds and control 
damage done to fragile ecosystems by feral animals.

We were particularly delighted to support the next 
generation of natural resource managers, not just 
through the Next Generation NRM Award, but on the 
main presentation day. Children from Manyallaluk School 
travelled to Darwin in a large group to proudly present their 
work in monitoring feral buffalos using drones, as part of 
their curriculum. They were winners of the Next Generation 
NRM Award and left a great impression on all that met them.

The task of programming, producing and managing the 
Territory Natural Resource Management Conference and 
Northern Territory Natural Resource Management Awards, 
is an in-house all staff team effort, which we hope is 
reflected in the content as well as the hospitality shown to all 
delegates.

3 day event
attended the435

15Poster 
Presentations

16
Podium 
Presentations

300 Guests attended the 
Gala Dinner

21 Ranger Groups
were in attendance

152 People
attended the Workshops

90 People
attended the Welcome Reception

delegates

were represented 
during the 3 day event

111
groups, businesses, 
organisations and 

government departments

7 Workshops

290
attended the Presentation Day

Delegates

attendee capacity was reduced at this 
year’s workshops due to COVID-19
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Territory Natural Resource 
Management is an independent 
not for profit, membership based 
organisation. 

We develop and deliver NRM projects and activities 
across the Northern Territory in partnership with 
landholders, community groups, organisations and 
government to advance strategic and sustainable 
natural resource management for the protection 
of the NT’s environmental, production and cultural 
assets for the future. 

Territory Natural Resource Management are the 
proud custodians of the NT NRM Plan, which guides 
our work in delivering:

• Planning, coordinating and working 
collaboratively to deliver projects

• Building partnerships and supporting people to 
work together

• Sourcing funding and assistance for on ground 
work

• Bringing people together to share information 
and knowledge and learn from each other

• Supporting training to increase skills and 
capacity

• Sharing success stories and recognising the 
efforts of Territorians in managing our natural 
resources
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WORKSHOPS

Protecting West Arnhem Land and Kakadu from 
Invasive Species and Threatening Process
This workshop looked at the progression of TNRM’s five-year long project 
aimed at collaboratively reducing the impacts of invasive species and key 
threatening processes in West Arnhem Land and some of the extraordinary 
environmental assets of the region: World Heritage Areas and Ramsar 
Wetlands, threatened species and threatened ecological communities.

TNRM shared details of the activities undertaken by different groups across 
the landscape as part of this collaborative project, and described where 
things are headed going forward into the third year of the project.

WaterCents and Water Sense: How do we know how 
much water our crop requires? 
Are we irrigating efficiently?
A panel of experts discussed the challenges and opportunities of managing 
the Territory’s water resources and balancing optimum production and 
economic outcome, whilst maintaining sustainable use without compromising 
environmental integrity.

Sea Country Management and Protection: Priorities and 
Opportunities
The workshop served as a platform for ranger groups to share information 
about how to achieve their groups’ priorities identified in existing Plans 
of Management for Sea Country. The workshop included focus group 
discussions with participants and short presentations to capture: Values 
and priorities in Sea Country; hurdles and limitations to achieving effective 
management; funding opportunities and partnerships.

The Australian Institute of Marine Science, Research Institute for the Environment 
and Livelihoods and Northern Institute Charles Darwin University partnered as 
silver sponsors of the TNRM conference to deliver this workshop.

The Feral Buffalo Situation in the Top End
This workshop gave insight into different approaches to management of buffalo 
at local and larger scales, and effectiveness of different strategies in maintaining 
numbers.

It drew on a series of presentations which explored the buffalo situation in the 
Top End and its complexities, taking into account environmental, cultural and 
economic aspects.

The workshop gave a historical perspective and explored the current numbers 
of buffalo, their effect on the environment, and different perceptions of the 
importance and role of buffalo in the landscape.

The presentations were followed by a panel session discussing the way forward 
for sustainably managing buffalo on country and how to achieve a coordinated 
strategy for buffalo management.

Indigenous Carbon Industry Network (ICIN) Workshop: 
Sharing your fire management story (Invite only)
This workshop was targeted at Indigenous ranger groups and Traditional 
Owners supporting savanna fire projects. It provided professional development 
in the writing of communication plans; how to make and share an iVideo; gain 
confidence to present to events and the media and share experiences with other 
Indigenous land managers working in the savanna carbon farming industry.

The Indigenous Carbon Industry Network partnered as silver sponsors of the TNRM 
conference to deliver this workshop.

Welcome 
Reception
90 guests attended 
the TNRM Conference 
Welcome Reception at 
Wharf One Food & Wine.

The Waterfront location 
provided a relaxed setting 
for delegates to meet and 
get to know each other.
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PRESENTATION DAY

Session 1
Making use of all our skills to keep track of our 
land: Eyes in the sky, feet on the ground
Laurence Tait (Land Resource Information Officer, 
Central Land Council), Jeremy Kenny (Ranger 
Program Support Officer, Central Land Council), 
Obed Ratara, Colin Joseph (Tjuwanpa Rangers), 
Carly Gorey, and Kelvin Kopp (Ltyentye Apurte 
Rangers)

Dhimurru Ranger as fascilitator to managing 
sacred sites
Dhimurru Rangers: Grace Wunungmurra, Senior 
Ranger, Wangawuy Mununggurritj, Ranger, 
Mahaliah Wangurra-James, Ranger, Samantha 
Muller, women’s facilitator. Batchelor Institute 
of Indigenous Tertiary Education: Gareth Wise, 
Trainer and assessor

Can we manage feral cats to conserve small 
mammals?
Brett Murphy, Associate Professor Charles Darwin 
University

Manyallaluk School STEM Project
Manyallaluk School students and principle, Ben 
Kleinig

Session 2
Protecting the bilby and its habitat across the 
arid zone of the NT
Kelly Dixon, Territory Natural Resource 
Management

The Gamba Army
Rowena Eastick, Territory Natural Resource 
Management

Land for Wildlife Top End: A transition to a new 
future
Emma Lupin, Territory Natural Resource 
Management

Outside the 50km Feast: mini-series
Mr Jon Hay, Monsoon Fishing and Donna English, 
Northern Territory Seafood Council

Session 3
Growing the Indigenous Carbon Industry in the 
Northern Territory
Indigenous Carbon Industry Network, Thamarrurr 
Rangers, Yugul Mangi Rangers

An update on forestry in the Northern Territory
Frank Miller, CEO African Mahogany Australia

Cotton Industry in the Top End
Bruce Connolly, NT Cotton Growers Association

Maningrida Wildfoods – A Bushfood Story
Leila Nimbadja and Rowan McIntyre

Session 4
Recognising the importance of freshwater 
turtles in the NT
Carla Eisemberg, Emily Ford, Isabel Ely. Charles 
Darwin University

That’s My Water! by Power & Water
Patrick Naughtin, Atria Group

Walungurru Rangers: Community led 
governance in establishing a ranger program
Monica Robinson (Traditional Owner and Chair 
of Walungurru Ranger TORAC), Farren Major, 
Gerrard Giles, and Camilla Young (all Walungurru 
Rangers)

Trialling techniques to eradicate perennial 
mission grass during the dry season along the 
East Alligator River in Kakadu National Park
Britt Nayinggul, Annie Taylor, Ashlynn Nayinggul, 
East Alligator Weeds Project. Kakadu National 
Park
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POSTER PRESENTATIONS
Coastal Birds of Larrakia Country 
Amanda Lilleyman, Research Associate, NESP 
Threatened Species Hub - The Curlew Project, 
College of Engineering, IT & Environment

Exploring the variability of tropical savanna 
tree structural allometry with terrestrial laser 
scanning
Luck, L., Hutley, L.B., Calders K., Levick, S.R.

Recent Size at maturity estimates for the 
Australian blackspot shark (Carcharhinus 
coatesi) and Milk shark (Rhizoprionodon 
acutus) from NT commercial fishing catches
Kirke, A., Crook, D., Johnson, G., King. A, Banks, 
S., Luiz, O., Saunders, T.

Inspired NT Carnival: Connecting present and 
future generations of NRM professionals
Bott, J., Smith, E., Chiyoowa, J.C., Eisemberg, 
C.C.

EnviroCollective CDU: Conservation on 
Campus 
Hayward-Brown, B. K., Bott, J., Smith, E., 
Padamata, V.N.S.

4D Fire Simulations in Schools 
Dalton, J., Bott, J., Fisher, R.

Development and validation of an 
environmental DNA test for the endangered 
Gouldian finch
Day, K., Campbell, H., Fisher, A., Gibb, K., Hill, B., 
Rose, A., Jarman, S.N.

Western Top End Fire Management 
Thamarrurr Rangers 

The Illustrated Handbook of Yolŋu Sign 
Language of North East Arnhem Land
Dr Bentley James, Anthropologist

The 2020 North Australia Savanna Fire Forum 
Anna Boustead, Coordinator, Indigenous Carbon 
Industry Network

Siam Weed in the Northern Territory – detection 
throughout the seasons
Tom Price, Paige Richter, Louis Elliott, Chris Collins 
(all DEWPS Weed Management Branch)

Developing a weevil breeding network – Top 
End Rangers working together to boost 
biocontrol impact on Salvinia
Michelle Franklin (Weed Management Branch, 
Department of Environment, Parks, and Water 
Security, NTG)Djurrubu Rangers (Gundjeihmi 
Aboriginal Corporation)Malak Malak Rangers 
(Northern Land Council) Wudicupildiyerr Rangers 
(Northern Land Council), Thamarrurr Rangers 
(Thamarrurr Development Corporation)Louis 
Elliott (Weed Management Branch, Department of 
Environment, Parks, and Water Security, NTG)

Observations of drought dieback in Buffel 
Grass (Cenchrus ciliaris) in Central Australia 
and implications for management
Louis Elliott (DEWPS Weed Management Branch) 
& Peter Jobson (DEPWS Flora and Fauna)

Developing Sustainable Enterprises in the Djelk 
IPA 
Maningrida Wildfoods

Land for Wildlife Top End, A transition to a new 
future Land for Wildlife Top End
Emma Lupin, Project Officer – Land for Wildlife Top 
End

Conference display booths
Platinum and Gold level partners are given the 
option to take a display booth, positioned in the 
concourse area of the convention centre. The below 
organisations exhibited during the presentation day:

• ABC Country Hour - Broadcast live from the 
main day of the conference

• Inspired NT

• Charles Darwin University

• Westpac

• NTG - Department of Environment, Parks and 
Water Security
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Territory Natural Resource Management have been host of 
the NT Natural Resource Management Awards since 2014.

The NT NRM Awards recognise, celebrate and create 
greater public awareness of the diverse groups and projects 
that contribute to the sustainable management of the 
Northern Territory’s waterways, land and sea country.

We received many strong award nominations which were 
assessed by an independent judging panel.

Nominations were spread across 9 categories including the 
Lifetime Achievement Award, Environment & Conservation 
Award and the Next Generation NRM Award. Nominations 
ranged from urban food and gardening initiatives to the 
study of threatened species, collaborative approaches to 
water management and the use of the latest technologies 
for improved feral animal management and conservation 
outcomes.

We sincerely thank those who nominated individuals 
and groups for these awards as well as those who were 
nominated.

The breadth of award winners once again reflected the 
diversity of Territorians working to care for our natural 
environment, Territory Natural Resource Management 
wishes to warmly congratulate all nominees, finalists and 
winners!

The NT NRM Awards Gala dinner is a much loved, full 
house event every year. Despite challenging times, this 
year was no exception. The room was filled with friends 
and families of finalists, ranger groups, community groups, 
farmers, school children and scientists.
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Congratulations to the winners
Best Collaboration in Natural Resource 
Management Award
Sponsored by Channel 9

Tjuwaliyn- Wagiman Aboriginal Corporation 
/ Tropical Rivers and Coastal Knowledge 
(TRaCK) Water Conservation Collaboration

Farmers & Fishers Sustainability Award
Sponsored by Territory Natural Resource Management

Foxalicous Fruit

Indigenous Natural Resource 
Management Award
Sponsored by the Department of Environment, Parks 
and Water Security, Northern Territory Government

Larrakia Land and Sea Rangers – Migratory 
Shorebird Monitoring Project

Environment & Conservation Award
Sponsored by Outback Helicopter Airwork NT

EnviroCollective Charles Darwin University – 
Conservation on Campus

Next Generation Natural Resource 
Management Award
Sponsored by Charles Darwin University, Research 
Institute for the Environment and Livelihoods

Manyallaluk School

Ranger of the Year Award
Sponsored by the Department of Environment, Parks 
and Water Security, Northern Territory Government

Sonya Braybon, Tjuwanpa Woman Rangers 

Research in Natural Resource 
Management Award
Sponsored by Westpac Group

Tjuwaliyn- Wagiman Aboriginal Corporation 
/ Tropical Rivers and Coastal Knowledge 
(TRaCK) Water Conservation Collaboration

Resilient & Sustainable Enterprise 
Award
Sponsored by Northern Territory Airports

GULP (Growing and Using Local Product) NT

Lifetime Achievement Award
Sponsored by Territory Natural Resource Management

Jack Green – Waanyi Garawa and  
Garawa Rangers
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Workshops

North Australian Fire Information (NAFI) 
Innovations: mobile apps, plug-ins and a 
new generation of reporting tools. 
The workshop introduced participants to some of the latest 
tools leveraging NAFI for accessing and analysing fire 
information for NRM support across seventy percent of 
Australia.

The workshop also hosted the pre-release demonstration 
of the NAFI Mobile App. as well as the latest developments 
in providing sophisticated fire history analysis information 
through the user-friendly Savanna Monitoring and 
Evaluation Metrics (SMERF) interface.

North Australian Fire Information and Charles Darwin 
Universities’ Research Institute of Environment and Livelihoods 
partnered as silver sponsors of the TNRM conference to deliver 
this workshop.

Gamba grass: Where to from here?
A panel of experts discussed the history of Gamba grass 
in the Northern Territory from its introduction to Australia as 
great cattle feed to its status as a habitat transforming weed.

The workshop included  a robust discussion of current 
initiatives such as the Gamba grass Weed Management 
Plan and Framework (e.g. Gamba Army, Fire Mitigation 
Unit), research, remote sensing, and program and contract 
management to improve future on-ground outcomes for 
gamba grass management.
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Returning Platinum Sponsor, Channel 9 Darwin, aired three 
Television Commercials for 4 week periods, including:

• call for conference registrations; 

• call to the greater public for nominations for the NT 
NRM Awards, and 

• announcement of award winners 

ABC Rural returned as long term media partner of the 
conference and awards to broadcast live from the main 
conference day. 

The Country Hours Matt Brann acted as master of 
ceremony for the NT NRM gala dinner, and produced a 
series of conference highlights, with content collected over 
the three-day event.

Content included:

• Alastair Shields’ appointment as new TNRM chair

• Students from Manyallaluk School presenting their 
findings from their buffalo survey as part of their STEM 
program

• TNRMs Gamba Army Coordinator Rowena Eastick 
gave an update of the project

• The effects of land disturbance on feral cat numbers – 
Matt chats with guest speaker Brett Murphy

ABC Drive featured TNRM ecologist Kelly Dixon 
and her work on protecting the bilby in Central 
Australia; and Emily Ford, who talked about the 
presentation she gave together with Dr Carla 
Eisemberg (CDU, RIEL) on the importance of 
fresh water turtles.

Three half page advertisements were produced and 
published in the NT News to coincide with television 
advertising and supported by media releases.

National Indigenous Times and the northern edition of Land 
Rights News December 2020 produced a story on the 
winners, highlighting the lifetime achievement award winner, 
Jack Green, and the next generation NRM award winner, 
Manyallaluk School. 

Photographer, Shane Eecen of Electric Light Studios, was 
engaged to document the main presentation day and the NT 
NRM Awards gala dinner.

Territory Natural Resource Management’s professional 
designer and visual communicator, Kate Hodge of Hodge 
Environmental produced all 2020 Conference and Awards 
branding collateral. This included an A4 sized Conference 
Program, the Awards Gala dinner booklet of finalists; 
posters, pull up banners including those promoting our 
partners and award sponsors, as well as social media 
banners and print advertising.

We wish to thank TNRM’s ecologist Kelly Dixon for the use 
of her image of a magnificent Tanami Desert sunset.
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The conference and awards received in-kind and financial 
support from 17 organisations, businesses and government 
departments who partnered with TNRM for this year’s event. 

Partner contributions were used in the following ways:

• Travel assistance for natural resource managers from 
remote and isolated areas to attend the conference.

• Venue costs for workshops, presentation sessions and 
the awards gala dinner.

• Travel and accommodation assistance for NT NRM 
Award finalists to attend the awards.

• Subsidising the NT NRM Awards Gala dinner, ensuring 
land managers and volunteers could afford to attend.

For more information about Territory Natural 
Resource Management partners, programs, 
schedule of events, or TNRM membership 
benefits, please contact:

info@territorynrm.org.au 

www.territorynrm.org.au

08 8942 8300
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Save the date! 
16-18 November 2021

Next year’s TNRM conference  
and NT NRM Awards

For more information contact us: www.territorynrm.org.auevents@territorynrm.org.au 08 8942 8300

http://www.territorynrm.org.au
mailto:events%40territorynrm.org.au%20?subject=

