
 
 

 

 

NORTHERN TERRITORY SEAFOOD COUNCIL FACTSHEETS PROJECT
Introduction 

The NT Seafood Council Factsheets project was 

developed to ensure professional fishers had access 

to the most up-to-date information for sustainable 

fishing operations and to address information gaps 

within indigenous communities regarding professional 

fishing operations in the Northern Territory. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Background & Motivation 

Professional fishers need up-to-date information in an 

appropriate format (i.e. designed for use on small 

boats at sea) on protected species, covering 

identification, reporting requirements, handling and 

release tips to ensure animal and fisher safety. This 

can assist them in ensuring their fishing operations 

meet the best standards in environmental 

responsibility. 

NT Seafood Council discussions with Indigenous 

communities and ranger groups indicated a strong 

need within coastal Indigenous communities for 

information on professional fishing operations in the 

NT. Feedback from ranger groups indicated a need 

for factsheets in a format designed for use in the field 

and with mainly pictorial information. 

 

 

 

Activities 

The project involved the production and distribution of 

two series of online and hardcopy factsheets: 

 Protected Species Factsheets for professional  

fishers, with information on protected marine 

species of relevance to the NT fishing industry. 

 NT Professional Seafood Industry Factsheets for 

Indigenous communities and ranger groups, with 

Information on each of the NT wild catch and  

Aquaculture fisheries. 

Both series of factsheets were developed with ongoing 

consultation between the NT Seafood Council, its 

members and marine resource stakeholders.  

 
 
 

 

 

Industry and community engagement 
31 fishers, 19 researches & fisheries managers 

18 Indigenous communities and ranger groups 

8 schools/other organisations 

“The re-worked factsheet is excellent, I think 
you’ve done a great job making it user-friendly and 
with enough information and facts for Traditional 
Owners and the community. Over time we will 
continually share with the Traditional Owners to 
raise awareness and knowledge, and provide you 
with feedback.”  

 
David, Thamarrurr Rangers 

http://www.territorynrm.org.au/
http://www.nrm.gov.au/
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Outcomes 

This project has played an important role in reducing 

developing social, cultural and learning activities in the 

seafood industry. Some notable outcomes are: 

 Development, promotion and distribution of two 

comprehensive series of factsheets 

www.ntsc.com.au/industry-facts/seafood-industry-

factsheets. 

 Development of cross-sectorial relationships, 

enabling the capture and sharing of knowledge 

between fishers, ranger groups, Indigenous 

communities, researchers, fisheries managers 

and the broader public. 

 Consolidation of Environmental Management 

Systems for the professional fishing industry. 

 Improved practical action and partnerships to 

address risks to threatened species. 

Future Opportunities 

Cross-sectorial relationships established will be used 

to inform future collaborative work in the resource 

management area. Potential opportunities include: 

 Development of additional protected species 

factsheets  

 Translation of some or all of the NT Professional 

Seafood Industry factsheets into local Aboriginal 

languages 
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Factsheets developed 
4 Protected Species factsheets developed and 
printed (dugongs, sawfish, freshwater sharks and 
crocodiles)  
 

13 NT Professional Seafood Industry factsheets 
developed and printed (11 for wild catch, 2 for 
aquaculture fisheries) 

 

 

 

 

 

“The Protected Species factsheets are just what we 

need to give our crew to keep them up to date. They 

will also help show others that we fishermen have a 

strong interest in environmental initiatives in our 

industry.”                        

Bill, professional fisherman 

 

FURTHER INFORMATION 
Territory Natural Resource Management 

08 8942 8300 / info@territorynrm.org.au     

www.territorynrm.org.au 
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