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FERAL PIG MANAGEMENT – THAMARRURR INDIGENOUS PROTECTED AREA 
Introduction 

Feral pigs have caused a significant amount of 

damage on the western floodplains of the Daly River / 

Port Keats Aboriginal Land Trust. In 2015, the 

Thamarrurr Rangers obtained funding through 

Territory Natural Resource Management (TNRM) to 

continue their aerial feral pig control efforts on the 

Thamarrurr Indigenous Protected Area (IPA).  

The Thamarrurr Rangers, based in Wadeye, 400km 

South West of Darwin, patrol over 17,900 km² of 

country including approximately 200 km of coast line.  

 

 

Background & Motivation 

Feral pigs cause enormous damage to the landscape; 

trampling and compacting soils, digging out roots and 

tubers, damaging native vegetation and eating seeds 

which disrupt regeneration, water infiltration and 

disturb important cultural sites. This disturbance also 

contributes to the spread of invasive weed species.  

Feral pig activity also affects water quality at 

billabongs through increased turbidity and 

contamination which impacts native aquatic habitat.  

 

 

 

Feral pigs have also been found along the coastline 

where they disturb beach habitats and dig up turtle 

nests and are also vectors for diseases. They need 

regular monitoring for biosecurity threats 

 

Activities 

Through the funding, and building on aerial control 

efforts that started in 2012, the rangers, in partnership 

with Outbush Contracting carried out a 2 day culling 

program in August 2015 and a 3 day program in 

March 2016. This was complimented by the ongoing 

ground culling.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wadeye 

“If we can continue this work and communicate 
more effectively on a regional scale, we stand a 
better chance of protecting natural and cultural 
assets for future generations.”  

David Curmi 2015.  

http://www.nrm.gov.au/
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Outcomes 

In total 581 pigs were culled, including 323 pigs in the 

2015 two day aerial cull and 237 in a three day aerial 

culling in March 2016. Approximately 21 pigs were 

culled through on ground shooting efforts. 

87 culled pigs were taken back to the community. A 

proportion of these pigs were given to the community 

as they are a valued source of food. Post mortems 

were conducted on some of the pigs with no 

symptoms of diseases being observed.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

Future Activities 

To improve any aerial pig culling work in the future 

there needs to be a culling focus in the north east of 

the region along the major floodplains, as well as 

culling during drier months, from August to October 

preferably.   

The continuation of the feral pig management 

program is important as it helps the rangers to protect 

the natural biodiversity in the region and creates a 

foundation of skills that can be applied to other 

aspects of the ranger’s work.  
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FURTHER INFORMATION 
Territory Natural Resource Management 

08 8942 8300 / info@territorynrm.org.au      

www.territorynrm.org.au 

 

PROJECT HIGHLIGHTS 

581 pigs were culled in total 

18 Indigenous people were employed for the project 

15 country visits  
Post mortems conducted on pigs showed no 

symptoms of disease 

http://www.nrm.gov.au/
mailto:info@territorynrm.org.au

