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Department of Environment and Natural 
Resources and the Department of Primary 

Industry and Resources

Bronze PartnersSilver Partners

This event would not have been possible without our valued and generous partners.

We truly appreciate the support and contribution our partners have made to the 2018 TNRM Conference and NT NRM Awards 
and their ongoing support and commitment to TNRM throughout the year.
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Thanks to our partners



Thank you to everyone who attended and supported the 
2018 Territory Natural Resource Management Conference 
and the NT NRM Awards. Your participation and contribution 
made this our most successful and well-attended event to 
date.

We were pleased to host over 400 delegates from across 
the Territory, and further afield, at the 3-day event held from 
13-15 November at the Darwin Waterfront Precinct. 

The conference program was packed with presentations, 
workshops and field trips, and provided plenty of 
opportunities for networking, sharing and learning.

The NT NRM Awards ceremony was a fantastic event, 
demonstrating the collegial nature of the people working in 
natural resource management.

262 guests warm-heartedly celebrated the achievements of 
the individuals and groups who are our champions of nature, 
conservation and farming for the future.

The conference and awards showcase and advance 
activities related to sustainably managing the Territory’s 
land, water and biodiversity. We were thrilled to have 
Indigenous organisations, community and Landcare groups, 
government, Territory businesses, industry bodies and 
primary producers participate in the conference.

As the only event of its kind in the Territory, we are proud to 
offer the rare opportunity for face to face knowledge sharing 
and developing of potential future collaborations between 
fellow natural resource management practitioners.

Taken from the survey conducted, a highlight for many 
delegates was the networking opportunity the conference 
provided. Many attendees also spoke of lasting, positive 
impressions and shared plans of how to incorporate new 
learnings into daily work and future collaborations.

3day event

people registered to 
attend the

Over

delegates attended 
workshops and field 
trips

261

230
delegates attended 
the presentation day

262
guests celebrated 
NRM achievements 
at the prestigious NT 
NRM Awards gala 
dinner

400

13workshops

2 Field trips

15 Poster 
Presentations

18
Podium 
Presentations

8 Information 
displays

1 Gala Dinner

individual businesses/
organisations 
and government 
departments 
represented

130

24
from across the NT participated

Ranger 
groups

Delegates valued 
the networking 
opportunities the 
conference provided 
as well as the breadth 
of topics and projects 
presented through 
presentations and 
interactive workshops.

The 3 day event 
delivered:

All feedback indicates 
a successful event, 
participants felt 
assisted from the point 
of registration and 
throughout the course 
of the conference.
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2018 TNRM CONFERENCE



Territory Natural Resource Management (TNRM) is 
an independent not for profit, organisation. We work 
with individuals, groups, industry and government to 
plan for and support the sustainable management of 
our land, water, soil, plants and animals.

Our 76 Members include industry bodies, Indigenous 
organisations, community and Landcare groups, 
primary producers, local government, and 
businesses.

We are custodians of the NT Natural Resource 
Management (NRM) Plan. This community plan 
identifies and sets the strategic direction for natural 
resource management in the Territory.

We work with the community to address 
management priorities identified in the Plan by:

• Planning, coordinating and working 
collaboratively to deliver projects

• Building partnerships and supporting people to 
work together 

• Sourcing funding and assistance for on ground 
work 

• Bringing people together to share information 
and knowledge and learn from each other

• Supporting training to increase skills and 
capacity

• Sharing success stories and recognising the 
efforts of Territorians in managing our natural 
resources
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Territory Natural Resource Management



WORKSHOPS

Self-Herding 
For profits and landscapes
This workshop provided an insight into the broad range of 
management strategies that behavioural approaches can 
provide and the benefits to production and landscapes that 
can be achieved by Self Herding.

 Research Marketplace
Sponsored by Northern Australia Environmental 
Resources Hub
 The marketplace-style workshop gave participants an 
increased understanding about NRM topics such as Gamba 
Grass and fire, links between fish and flows, the multiple 
benefits of Indigenous Land & Sea Management Programs, 
mangrove dieback, eDNA methods, and Ranger Mine 
rehabilitation.

Citizen Science 
Knowledge, sharing & understanding
Participants heard successful Citizen Science project co-
ordinators discuss ways in which the field of Citizen Science 
can be utilised in driving education and engagement, as well 
as delivering meaningful data.

Project Planning 
All you need to know for effective planning 
& design
Matrix on Board partnered with TNRM to deliver this full day 
workshop, which looked at participants’ own projects, using 
a logic model of thinking to identify inputs, activities, outputs, 
and outcomes.

Sea Country Management
Sponsored by the Australian Marine Conservation 
Society
Recognising the key role Indigenous Sea Rangers play 
in protecting the important values of the NT coastline, 
Indigenous Sea Rangers discussed complex sea country 
management options, explored the successes of Sea 
County IPAs, and the management options and legislative 
tools that might further support Rangers and TOs in the 
effective management of their sea county. 

Farming for the Future 
Stories of success and sustainability
Primary producers shared their real life experiences, 
challenges, fails, and wins from starting their business 
through to how they arrived to where they are today.

It was a phenomenal workshop today, 
I really enjoyed the stories, and the 
communication skills of the presenters 
were second to none. I thought that 
Jacob also chaired and 
summed up beautifully. It 
was a real inspiration to me.
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DAY 1: TUESDAY, 13 NOVEMBER 2018



FIelD TRIP

NRM Research and Collection
The Museum and Art Gallery of the Northern Territory 
(M.A.G.N.T.) partnered with TNRM to take conference 
delegates on a ‘Behind the Scenes’ tour at the museum. 
Participants were shown the museum stores and 
laboratories to explore how their research and the museum’s 
collections inform natural resource management.

Image: Grant Williamson

WELCOME RECEPTION AT PARLIAMENT HOUSE
The honourable Ken Vowles, Minister for Primary Industry & Resources and Minister for Aboriginal Affairs hosted a welcome 
reception for conference delegates at Parliament House. The reception was a perfect opportunity to catch up with natural 
resource managers from across the Territory and beyond.

6

DAY 1: TUESDAY, 13 NOVEMBER 2018



PODIUM PRESENTATIONS
Addressing an audience of 230 delegates, presenters 
shared their work and answered questions in a series of 10 
minute talks held throughout the day. Morning and afternoon 
tea as well as a buffet lunch provided for great networking 
opportunities.

The diversity of projects and activities showcased through 
the day received very positive feedback, with presentations 
from Indigenous groups such as the Cat eradication project 
on West Island being the highlight based on participant 
feedback.

Session 1: Making Profitable and Agile 
Markets out of our Natural Resources
This session looked at various industries within the NRM 
sector and how they are exploring and improving upon 
existing practices with an aim to long-term sustainability. 
How can Indigenous communities make the most out of 
natural assets such as crocodiles and oysters? How can 
some of our biggest land managers adapt their practices 
to become resilient against external challenges? These 
presentations allowed the audience to see how industry 
leaders are implementing practices and innovation in 
sustainable production in a truly Territory Way.

Territory Conservation Agreements 
Andy Bubb

Rangelands Self Herding to shape grazing 
patterns for NRM and productivity benefits
Dean Revell, Revell Science

Productive partnerships: Development of a 
tropical rock oyster farm on South Goulburn 
Island 
Paul Armstrong, NT Department of Primary 
Industry and Resources & Bunug Galaminda, 
Yagbani Aboriginal Corporation

Saltwater crocodiles: making use of natural 
assets for Indigenous landowners 
Adam Britton

 Session 2: Finding Balance between 
Environmental Management and Economic 
Development in a Changing Climate
The Northern Territory is rich in resources, but perhaps its 
greatest asset is its natural environment, which remains 
structurally intact. The impacts of climate change though, 
will intensify the NRM challenges facing people in the 
NT. Regional organisations and their stakeholders are 
developing a greater understanding of planning for and 
adapting to climate change whilst maintaining a uniquely 
Territorian economy based upon our natural and cultural 
wealth. This session posed big questions about how we 
might balance competing interests and values and find our 
own Territory Way.

Ecosystem Services Valuation 
Prof. Robert Costanza, Ida Kubiszewski, 
Australian National University

Mapping the Future Program 
Simon Cruckshank, NT Department of 
Environment and Natural Resources

Monitoring the Top End Seas with IMOS 
OceanCurrent 
Madeleine Cahill, Physical oceanographer 
and satellite oceanographer, modeller, data 
analyst, CSIRO 

Bill and Ted’s Excellent Crustacean Migration 
Dr Mark Grubert, NT Department of Primary 
Industry and Resources

Digital Earth Australia: from satellites to 
insights 
Claire Krause, Geoscience Australia

Thank you again for the outstanding conference, I really enjoyed the talks, there was so 
much that I could relate to from what I have worked on in the past. Everything was so well put 
together, it felt comfortable and well organized. I especially appreciated the participation of the 
rangers. I am very familiar with the effort that it takes, so congratulations, well done. 
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DAY 2: WEDNESDAY, 14 NOVEMBER 2018



Session 3: Long-term Strategising in 
Natural Resource Management
Planning for and delivering positive natural resource 
management outcomes often requires long-term 
development and implementation. Working in collaboration 
can also help deliver lasting results. Session three explored 
projects that have delivered, or are planning for, success 
over a multi-year period. These are achieved through strong 
and healthy partnerships working towards a common goal.

Caring for curlews and the coastline
Larrakia Rangers and Amanda Lilleyman

Better strategic control of salvina in Kakadu 
using weevils and targeting “sudds”
Louis Elliott, Northern Territory 
Government, Matthew Rawlinson, 
Gundjeihmi Aboriginal Corporation, 
Margaret Rawlinson, Djurrubu Rangers

Ten years of collaborative feral buffalo and 
pig monitoring on coastal wetlands of the 
Laynhapuy Indigenous Protected Area
Yirralka Rangers, Dr. Emilie Ens and Daniel 
Sloane, Department of Environmental Sciences, 
Macquarie University

Many ways to skin a cat: completing the West 
Island Cat Eradication
Steven Simon and Lynette Simon, Li-
Anthawirriyarra Sea Rangers; Rachel 
Paltridge, Desert Wildlife Services

The northern hopping-mouse on Groote 
Eylandt….and beyond?
Rebecca Diete, Ecologist, Bush Heritage Australia

Session 4: The Power of Communities
Community engagement can be the backbone of many 
successful NRM projects, and community education 
helps to further understanding of environmental issues 
and challenges. The day’s final session featured four 
presentations on how local organisations are making 
positive impacts within their communities.  

Using nest boxes for threatened arboreal 
mammals in the NT 
Emma Lupin, Greening Australia and Leigh-
Ann Woolley, Research Institute for the 
Environment and Livelihoods - Charles Darwin 
University

Voyages Indigenous Tourism Australia: 
Sustainable management practices in a remote 
area
Mandy McLeod, VITA

Northern Territory Aboriginal Ranger Grants - 
Moving into Year Two 
Keith Saalfeld, NT Department of Environment and 
Natural Resources

The Outback Water Project
Jon Hodgetts, Territory Natural Resource 
Management
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DAY 2: WEDNESDAY, 14 NOVEMBER 2018



POSTER PRESENTATIONS
Can fire be used to manage the amount of 
feathertop wiregrass in Mitchell grass pastures?
Dionne Walsh, Rangeland Program Manager, NT 
Department of Primary Industry & Resources

Tool developed for economic analysis of prickly 
acacia control in the Northern Territory
ArGyll Consulting

Integrated pest management technology 
in Northern Territory vegetable crops 
and extending the technology through 
demonstration plots
Brian Michael Thistleton, Greg Owens, Haidee 
Brown, Laura Cunningham, Michael Neal & 
Samantha Tocknell

Independence brings new strength to Mimal 
Rangers 
Mimal Land Management Aboriginal Corporation: 
Julia Salt (women’s ranger coordinator)

Research into nest uptake by mammals 
Emma Lupin, Leigh Ann Wooley 

Testing “Rangelands Self Herding” at Kidman 
Springs, NT
Dionne Walsh (NT DPIR), Dean Revell (Revell 
Science) & Bruce Maynard (Stress Free 
Stockmanship)

Approaches to inform harvest strategies for 
Mud Crab fisheries in northern Australia
Dr Julie Robins (Principal Investigator), 
Queensland Department of Agriculture and 
Fisheries

Keeping Country Clean and Healthy
Tjuwanpa Women Rangers

Threat assessment of the northern long-neck 
turtle (Chelodina oblonga) population in the 
Finniss River catchment, Northern Territory
Isabel Ely, Carla Eisemberg, Erica Garcia, Keith 
Christian, Charles Darwin University

Sustainable Future - Thamarrurr Region 
Peter Sheldon / Melissa Bentivoglio 

Developing an Indigenous Engagement Model - 
a biosecurity example
Emily Ford presented on behalf of Dr Payi Linda 
Ford, Charles Darwin University - Northern Institute

3D Fire modelling 
Rohan Fisher, Research Institute of Environment 
and Livelihoods Charles Darwin University

Charles Darwin National Park
Darwin Off Road Cyclists
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DAY 2: WEDNESDAY, 14 NOVEMBER 2018



Platinum and Gold level partners are given the option to 
take a display booth, positioned in the concourse area of the 
convention centre. The below organisations exhibited during 
the presentation day. And sponsor, Outback Helicopter 
Airwork NT displayed a working helicopter equipped for 
aerial spraying, inside the main conference room.

• Aboriginal Carbon Fund

• Australian Marine Conservation Society

• Aerotech NT

• Department of Primary Industries and Resources

• Department of Environment and Natural Resources

• Iron Bark Aboriginal Corporations retail hub: Aboriginal
Bush Traders (invited)

• McArthur River Mine

Coming on board as a 
sponsor makes good 
business sense. Where else 
can I get the opportunity 
to meet current and 
future customers in such 
a relaxed setting? And 
also hear firsthand about 
developments in the natural 
resource sector that might 
affect me and my business. 
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Conference display booths



TNRM is proud to host the NT NRM awards as part of the 
TNRM conference as it provides an important opportunity to 
highlight the remarkable work undertaken by the Territory’s 
champions of nature, conservation and farming for the 
future. 

We sincerely thank those who nominated individuals 
and groups for these awards as well as those who were 
nominated. 

The diversity of work and commitment of Territorians in the 
NRM space was clearly demonstrated through the high 
number of strong nominations. Nominations were received 
in 10 award categories, and assessed by an independent 
panel of judges.

The Northern Territory’s NRM awards are announced 
midway through the conference at the prestigious gala 
dinner. This year, 262 guests, finalists, winners, dignitaries 
and partners filled the room at Darwin’s Convention Centre 
and winners took to the stage under collegial cheers and 
support.

It (The Awards gala dinner) is such an 
inspiring event. It is fantastic to see the 
event grow and the recent inclusion of 
the Sustainable Enterprise Award. It was 
a privilege to present the award to The 
Purple House on behalf of NT Airports and 
a great example of how TNRM reaches out 
across industries/sectors to promote NRM 
outcomes in the NT. 
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2018 NT NRM AWARDS



Ranger of the Year Award
Sponsored by Parks, Wildlife and Heritage Division 
of the NT Department of Tourism and Culture

Helen Wilson, Central Land Council – 
North Tanami Rangers
For her continued development and application of 
bush and cultural knowledge in the management of 
the Northern Tanami Indigenous Protected Area (IPA) 
and her dedication to ensure community connection to 
country and culture.

Environment & Conservation Award
Sponsored by The Australian Marine Conservation 
Society

Murnkurrumurnkurru Gurindji Rangers 
For the community inclusive poster production about 
local plants and species that will form an integral part 
of their protection for future generations.

Sustainable Enterprise Award 
Sponsored by Northern Territory Airports Pty Ltd

Western Desert Dialysis, The Purple 
House
For developing its own social enterprise, producing 
traditional Indigenous remedies made from wild 
harvested plants, the BUSH BALM range provides 
employment opportunities, strengthens cultural values 
and brings wellbeing to end stage renal patients and 
their families dislocated from country.

Best Collaboration in Natural Resource Management Award
Sponsored by Outback Helicopter Airwork NT

Li-Anthawirriyarra Sea Rangers in 
collaboration with Desert Wildlife 
Services
For their 8 year collaboration to remove the threat of 
cat predation from West Island.

The project has transformed the13,000 ha island that 
was overrun with cats and thought to be devoid of any 
native mammals, to an island where native mammals are now common and ground dwelling 
birds and small goannas have made a resurgence.

Farmers & Fishers Sustainability Award
Sponsored by NT Department of Primary Industry 
and Resources & NT Department of Environment 
and Natural Resources

Bawinanga Aboriginal Corporation
For establishing the first successful Aboriginal Coastal 
Fishing activity under the NT Aboriginal Coastal Licence 
Regulations. The Maningrida Homelands Aboriginal 
Coastal Fishing Business enterprise.

Indigenous Natural Resource Management Award
Sponsored by Parks, Wildlife and Heritage Division of the NT Department of Tourism and 
Culture

Tjuwanpa Women Rangers
For their significant contribution to conservation land 
management, inter-generational sharing of 
knowledge between West Arrarnta Women and their 
many community development activities across 
southern Central Australia.

li-Anthawirriyarra Sea Rangers with West 
Island Traditional Owners and Nala the cat-
detector dog.

Some of the fishing team and ACL Holders 
fishing at Nardilmuk (2017)

The Tjuwanpa Women Rangers (2018)

Helen Wilson, Myra Herbert and Molly Tasman 
hunting out on country

Collecting Bush Tucker - combined effort 
with Rangers, Elders and Researcher finding 
bush potato

Traditional Owner picking tips of Irmangka 
Irmangka at Utju
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CONGRATULATIONS TO THE WINNERS OF THE 2018 NT NRM AWARDS



Congratulations too, go to Brendon Morgan-Armstrong 
of the Bulgul Rangers for winning the 2018 People’s 
Choice award!

Research in Natural Resource Management Award
Sponsored by ConocoPhillips Australia Pty Ltd

Dr Shane Penny, Department of 
Primary Industry and Resources, 
Northern Territory Government
For the development of artificial intelligence systems 
for the effective monitoring of fish populations in 
Northern Territory water conditions in collaboration 
with Microsoft, software developers.

Community Engagement & Action Award
Sponsored by Channel Nine

Land for Wildlife (Greening Australia)
For their tireless efforts to promote conservation, 
land management and wildlife awareness and 
education in the wider community.

Lifetime Achievement Award
Sponsored by Territory Natural Resource 
Management

Dean Yibarbuk, Warddeken Land 
Management
For his conservation efforts in west Arnhem Land 
spanning over 2 decades. Dean Yibarbuk is highly 
regarded as a researcher and his long list of academic publications range through diverse 
subjects from fire management and education, to ecology and language.

Junior Natural Resource Management Award
Sponsored by Territory Natural Resource Management

Anula Primary School
For their whole school commitment to improve the 
school environment and surrounds and contribution 
to conserving the planet through biodiversity 
and sustainability initiatives across the school, such 
as the creation of a garden, used to attract wildlife, 
produce edible fruits and plants and create a new 
learning space for the children. 

The children also collaborate with outside organisations such as Darwin City Council, Cleanway 
CSIRO, CDU STEM students, Darwin Wildlife Sanctuary, Larakia elders and Greening Australia 
toward conserving the planet.

Screen grab of grass emperor (Lethrinus 
laticaudis) from BRUVs footage

Planting trees with scouts in Howard Springs 
for Black- footed Tree-rats

Portrait of Dean (Photo credit: Keith Tuffley)

Anula Primary School children surrounding a 
sculpture by Joel Mitchell
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CONGRATULATIONS TO THE WINNERS OF THE 2018 NT NRM AWARDS



WORKSHOPS

A Conversation with Geoscience Australia 
Making the most of free, online data for 
natural resource management
This interactive workshop provided opportunities for discussion 
and the sharing of ideas and suggestions for how Geoscience 
Australia can support the work of natural resource managers 
in the NT.

 Cool Future 
Development planning for NT communities 
and towns
This workshop looked at some programs operating in the NT, 
across different scales and geographic locations, ranging from 
Darwin city CBD to remote communities. Participants heard 
about each program’s journey, including the challenges and 
successes which have influenced its progress to date.

Ecosystem Services valuations across the 
Territory: What, Why & How
The workshop encouraged the debate and reflection on how 
we perceive our environment and its values by considering the 
applicability of Ecosystems Services Valuation (ESV) to the 
Territory and asking the questions of what an ESV actually is, 
how it could be implemented, and why it may be of benefit to 
the Territory.

Content, Community & Campaigns 
Social media marketing
Aimed at mid to advanced social media users, this workshop 
taught participants how to use social media marketing to 
engage audiences, build support and get their message heard.

Ecotourism in the NT  
Towards a nature based sustainable 
economy?
The workshop invited four diverse Eco-tourism operators to 
present their philosophies for Eco-tourism in the NT, how it 
works in practice and to what extent it has benefited them, 
the natural environment and local communities; to better 
determine whether sustainable nature-based tourism can 
provide a viable pathway for economic development and 
how this emerging industry can be better supported.

Community Driven Change 
Ecological footprint of development
Participants heard from community-driven grass roots 
initiatives from around the NT which have successfully 
engaged communities and increased awareness of 
environmental pressures by shifting the community’s 
approach from passive to active engagement.

The workshop provided insight into how we can help 
support our environment at family, street, school/community 
and regional level, so it can continue to provide us with 
resources and other ecosystem services.

Protecting the extraordinary natural values 
of the Northern Territory’s Top End
This workshop brought together land managers from the 
west Arnhem region to build an understanding, discuss work 
already under way and new opportunities for collaboration 
to reduce invasive species threats to the Kakadu World 
Heritage Area and surrounds.

FIELD TRIP

Pudakul Aboriginal Culture Tour 
Educational, interactive hands on 
Aboriginal culture experience
Pudakul Cultural Tours offered delegates an original and 
authentic Aboriginal culture & nature based engagement 
experience of the rich cultural history and biodiversity of the 
Adelaide River wetlands area.

Thanks for a wonderful conference. It was very productive. The women rangers were very 
happy to be a voice for young Indigenous women, their community and colleagues during the 
Arnhem Land workshop. Thank you again for your collaboration and support. The experiences 
with TNRM are really helping to build the confidence and skills of our rangers.
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DAY 3: THURSDAY, 15 NOVEMBER 2018



Platinum Partner Channel 9 ran 3 Community Service 
Announcements for 4 weeks each and during prime time TV 
slots.

Media Partner, ABC Country Hour - Broadcast live from 
the conference 
Lydia Burton and Matthew Brann broadcast live from the 
conference, keeping everyone up to date with the interesting 
presentations and stories from around the Territory. They spoke 
with presenters, conference partners and delegates for the 
whole main day of the conference.

Lydia Burton continued with interviews during the NT NRM 
awards ceremony as well as during select workshop sessions.

ABC News presenter Stephanie Zillman, took the roll of Master 
of Ceremony for the NT NRM Awards gala dinner.

Media Partner Rural Weekly provided a double page advert 
announcing the 2018 NT NRM award winners.

Rural Weekly also printed TNRM editorials and adverts around 
the Conference in 6 Rural Weekly publications between 
September 7 and November 16.

Radio Larrakia conducted interviews with NT NRM Award 
finalists in the lead up to the conference.

TNRM booked paid adverts in the NT News and a 2 page 
advertorial in Territory Q January 2019 edition to congratulate 
award winners and provide a conference wrap-up.

TNRM engaged a professional event photographer to capture 
the main presentation day and gala dinner.

TNRM produced a Conference Program and an Awards 
Program. TNRM created TNRM branded KeepCups, which 
were available for purchase at the event.

Social media coverage:
facebook.com/TerritoryNRM/  
twitter.com/TerritoryNRM
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MEDIA PARTNERS, COVERAGE AND PROMOTION

http://facebook.com/TerritoryNRM/
http://twitter.com/TerritoryNRM


Financial and in-kind contributions from conference partners 
was put towards conference costs and supporting NRM 
community members to attend.

Partner contributions were used in the following ways:

• Travel assistance for natural resource managers from 
remote and isolated areas to attend the conference.

• Transport costs for field trips.

• Venue costs for workshops, presentation sessions and 
the awards gala dinner.

• Travel and accommodation assistance for NT NRM 
Award finalists to attend the awards.

• Subsidising the NT NRM Awards Gala dinner, ensuring 
land managers and volunteers could afford to attend.

For more information about Territory Natural 
Resource Management partners, programs, 
schedule of events, or TNRM membership 
benefits, please contact:

info@territorynrm.org.au 

www.territorynrm.org.au

08 8942 8300
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Financial and in-kind contributions



Save the date! 

12-14 November 2019

Next year’s TNRM conference  
and NT NRM Awards

For more information contact us: www.territorynrm.org.auevents@territorynrm.org.au 08 8942 8300

http://www.territorynrm.org.au

